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STAFF REPORT: Johnson Valley OHV Area – Twentynine Palms FEIS 

STAFF: Dan Canfield, Planning Manager 

SUBJECT: Johnson Valley OHV Area – Release of the Final Environmental 
Impact Statement by the United States Marine Corps, Twentynine 
Palms 

 

Summary 

The Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) for Land Acquisition at Twentynine 
Palms Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center in Johnson Valley identifies a preferred 
modified alternative (Alternative 6). Alternative 6 calls for the United States Marine 
Corps (USMC) to acquire approximately 146,000 acres of Johnson Valley Off-Highway 
Vehicle (OHV) Area from the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). Approximately 
108,000 acres of the acquired lands would be reserved for exclusive military use, and 
approximately 38,000 acres would conceivably be available for OHV recreation ten 
months per year. 

Johnson Valley is a popular OHV recreation area administered by the BLM Barstow 
Field Office. In 2008, the USMC originally expressed an interest in acquiring all, or a 
portion of, the Johnson Valley OHV Area to meet training requirements for a large-scale 
training range facility. The USMC prepared a National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) in support of the land acquisition. The FEIS was 
released in July 2012. The comment period for the FEIS ended August 27, 2012. 

Discussion 

At the May 2011 Commission Meeting, the Commissioners toured the Johnson Valley 
OHV Area and received a report on the USMC planned expansion into the Johnson 
Valley OHV Area. The report discussed the USMC Draft EIS that was being circulated 
for public review and comment. The Draft EIS identified Alternative 6 as the preferred 
alternative and was selected because “it proved to be the optimal alternative 
considering operational and environmental factors together.” 

In response to the open comment period for the Draft EIS, the OHMVR Commission 
submitted a comment letter in May 2011 (Attachment A). 
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The OHMVR Division submitted a comment letter during the public review period for the 
FEIS in August 2012 (Attachment B). 

The next step in the NEPA process requires the Secretary of the Navy to release a 
Record of Decision (ROD). If the ROD selects the acquisition of public lands to meet 
USMC training requirements, the Department of the Navy would submit a completed 
withdrawal application to the BLM and take other required actions. Congress must 
approve any withdrawal with concurrence from the President in the final budget 
package. 

Maryland Republican Representative Roscoe Bartlett, who chairs the Tactical and Air 
Land Forces Subcommittee of the House Armed Services Committee, authored an 
amendment to the defense authorization bill now in Congress that would limit the use of 
certain funds until the USMC submits a report detailing how the USMC will ensure 
continued access to OHV recreation in Johnson Valley. Captain Kendra Motz, a 
spokeswoman for the USMC, said the USMC is working on the report. 

Commission Action 

For information only.  

Attachments 

Attachment A - May 27, 2011 OHMVR Commission comment letter on Draft EIS 

Attachment B - August 27, 2012 OHMVR Division comment letter on FEIS 












